New Birth-Charlotte Relief Strategy

To Aid Hurricane “Katrina” Evacuees

The mission of New Birth-Charlotte is to lovingly advance the Kingdom of God by making mature disciples who will infiltrate every arena of our given territories, including our minds, and significantly bring to fruition, through demonstrations, present day manifestations of God in all we have been called to put our hands to.

The generosity and passionate concern of New Birth-Charlotte is worthy of commendation and is valued beyond expression.  You are a great and wealthy people.  The seeds that you have sown and continually sow are creating tremendous opportunities for the Kingdom of God to manifest in the earth.  Without a doubt, we share the same desire which is that our Heavenly Father would be pleased with our offerings in the wake of this crisis.  In fact, by His own conf[image: image1.jpg]


ession, Jesus affirms His approval of our demonstrations of love in Matthew 25:40 saying “…Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these, My brethren, you did it to me.” 
To the credibility of our visionary, we are postured to witness the impact the mission statement of New Birth-Charlotte will have on this region, this nation and even internationally.  With this mission as the pivotal platform, specific interventions have been recommended for New Birth that will activate the “ministry of the saints” in response to Hurricane “Katrina”.  Outlined below are the various capacities in which you are being called upon as the Joseph Generation to preserve life (Genesis 45:5.)  Inasmuch grace has been given you, you are encouraged to put your hands to the work of this ministry by assuming personal responsibility as well as corporate accountability.  As Pastor prefaced in his message, we have come to the end of pulpit-centered ministry.  
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NOW is the season appointed to you! Stir the gifts of God inside of you and distribute what you have received to the multitudes (Luke 9:10-17.)  Your preparation and process has crescendoed to this momentous occasion for you to realize and manifest the measure of salt and light that is inside of you.  This is no longer the day of the pulpit, but it is the Year of the Servant.  It’s Time To Rule!

National Intervention

From the general funds of the church, Pastor Murphy designated an initial offering of $10,000 to the national efforts of select, participating ministries throughout the nation.  This campaign will combine financial seed offerings from churches throughout the nation, which will culminate in excess of a $1 million endowment to provide relief to evacuees.  Please pray for the obedience and generosity of churches throughout the nation. Note: as a result of this offering, Pastor Murphy has postponed “Amaziah 2005” until a later date to ensure, to the extent possible, that available funds are freed up to secure a future for these victims. [image: image3.jpg]



Local Intervention

Pastoral Relief Efforts

A Relief Strategy Team has been commissioned to assess and determine the mechanisms in which New Birth-Charlotte will make meaningful contributions to the evacuees who have relocated to the metro-Charlotte surrounding communities.  For households in covenant membership with New Birth-Charlotte who have opened their homes to family members who were evacuated due to Hurricane Katrina, requests for assistance have been reviewed and will be distributed based on the recommendations of the Relief Strategy Team.  These households in covenant membership will receive a housing allowance stipend to assist in alleviating the financial hardship of having additional people in their home; additionally, households will be directed to other local resources that can help with accompanying financial hardships.  
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Also, Pastor has allotted a “start-over stipend” to the evacuees in those households which will provide them with seed money to meet their personal needs as they rebuild their lives; they will also receive guidance during this process of rebuilding regarding other federal and non-governmental agencies that can provide assistance.  Additionally, intercessors and ministers will be available to these families.  The review of requests for assistance and subsequent determinations are at the discretion of the Relief Strategy Team.  Questions regarding this process can be addressed to hurricanerelief@newbirthcharlotte.org ATTN: Relief Strategy Team.

Churchwide Efforts
· New Birth-Charlotte is partnering with the metro-Charlotte Red Cross (704-378-4641) and Crisis Assistance Ministries (704-371-3001) to provide physical volunteer support to evacuees who are being housed at the Charlotte Coliseum.  

· You can register as a volunteer in the vestibule with the registration team or indicate your availability by emailing hurricanerelief@newbirthcharlotte.org ATTN: Nick Moore

· The following shifts are available for volunteering: 4 or 8 hour shifts @ 8am-12pm/ 12pm-4pm/ 4pm-8pm/ 8pm-midnight

· There is a specific need for medical-social services professionals such as nurses, medical doctors, mental health clinicians/social workers
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Others volunteers are needed in several areas some of which include: (1)security; (2) helping with transportation needs of evacuees i.e. medical visits, shopping, apartment hunting etc; (3) service readiness i.e. moving boxes, transporting equipment, loading/unloading of evacuees, facility maintenance; (4) food service and distribution of supplies; (5) transitional services i.e. provide support wherever a need exists, spend time building relationship with evacuees, reading with children, helping them develop plans for the future.
· You will have an opportunity to donate clothing items through a clothing drive that will be coordinated in the coming weeks.  We will need new underwear, men’s, women’s and children’s clothing, shoes, flip flops, scrubs, blankets etc.  Please ensure that your donated items are in superior condition; we do not want to reinforce any feelings of inferiority.  A week ago many of these victims were accustomed to a similar lifestyle as you, if not greater. 

· Additionally, ministers and intercessors will be available to provide ministry under the direction of Pastor Murphy.  Ideas for meaningful involvement are still being considered.  If you have solutions or ideas regarding an identified area of unmet need, please email: hurricanerelief@newbirthcharlotte.org ATTN: Relief Strategy Team

Community Group Efforts

Community groups will play a fundamental role in providing individualized care and attention to evacuees.  Through group coordinated efforts, community groups will provide a system of care primarily to households who are housing evacuees.  They will provide ongoing relief through meal preparation, opening their homes as extended stay locations to provide a break to the residents of the home, childcare, or attending to transportation needs.  Community groups will not provide monetary donations to families.  You are encouraged to make all monetary donations to New Birth-Charlotte.  

If you are unfamiliar with your Community Group and you believe in the collective efforts that can be made with multiplied impact when you actively participate, please register in the vestibule to locate your community group leader.  Remember one can impact a thousand, and two can impact ten-thousand (Deuteronomy 32:30, paraphrased).  [image: image6.jpg]



Financial Contributions 

You are strongly encouraged to maintain a vigilant fasted lifestyle so that you will be empowered to continually sow financial seed into the efforts of this relief campaign.  Is this not the fast that God has chosen? Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, and that you bring to your house the poor who are cast out; when you see the naked that you cover him, and not hide yourself from your own flesh? (see Isaiah 58)  

Your offerings to this ministry above your tithes, love offering, offering, and partners are needed on an ongoing basis, from week to week, as we rebuild the walls of the new righteous city of New Orleans and the lives of its people. (Nehemiah 1)  Be mindful of the ways in which you individually can cut back your spending and sacrifice for the future of a people.  Teach your children to save and the value of sacrifice for other children.  We are painfully aware that the true aftermath of this tragedy has yet to be realistically accounted for in full.  For the next 3-4 months, the needs and demands of evacuees will surely increase as the federal government’s resources as well as other non-profit organizations waxes faint.  However, the church of the living God shall never run out of abundance as long as we are investing in the places where God is investing.  The anointing of the Christ multiplies much like the fish and five loaves of bread in the hands of the disciples when they fed the multitudes.
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IN CONCLUSION

This approach represents New Birth-Charlotte’s answer when God asks in Genesis 4:10, “What have you done?”  We have attempted to outline for you opportunities for you personally to answer saying, “Yes, Lord. I am my brother’s keeper.”  We have enough salt in us, New Birth, to keep and preserve the multitudes.  Man calls this a “natural” disaster; but we call it a supernatural set-up to bring the world into a new beginning and the favor of God.

The following organizations may be contacted for assistance:

1) American Red Cross – 704.378.4641

*Currently in the Charlotte Coliseum to serve evacuees in the metro-Charlotte area.

2) Crisis Assistance – 704.371.3001
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